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NEW YORK TIMES MAR 15 1964

Russiar Calls £-71
As Easy a Tarsei

io Hh as ini‘ J 2

Speclal to The New Yoik Tines !
MOSCOW, March 4---The
United States’ 2,000-nile-an-
hour A-11 Jet plane could be
shot down just as casily as its
predecessor, the U-2, ‘was, a
Soviet. air wmarshal declared
today.

The assertion . by Marshal
‘Vladimir Alcksandrovich Su-
dets, commander in chief of
Soviet anti-aircraft defenses,
was made in an interview pub-
lished by Izvestia, the Govern-
ment newspaper.

The marshal saig statements‘
In the " American press that:
Soviet anti-aireraft defenses
would find it difficult or even
imposbeIe to reach the A-11
were “profound errors.” )

Planes of this type are "per-
fectly attainable targets” for:
the modern weapons operated
by his command, the marshal
said.

The existence of the A-11, an
experimental plane that can re-
portedly fly at an altitude of
.more than 70,000 feet, was dis-
closed by President Johnson
two weeks apo.

- Marshal Sudcets also made a
reference to reports in  the
American press that the A-11
had made reconnaissance tlights
over the tervitory of one or
several Communist states. He
took cognizance of United
States Government denials of
these reports. .

However, the marshal said
that the writers of the articles:
should be reminded of the fate.
of lhe “U-2 spy plane piloted
by [Francis Gary] I’oWwers,”
which was shot down ovir the
Soviet Union in 1960.

There is no doubt that i such
dangerous experiments are re-
peated, he said, the new ylanes
will meet the same fate as the
U-2.

The A-11 is believed to be a
vastly u'nproved version ¢f the
U-2.
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